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1 Why are we collecting this data? 
The National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) has been commissioned by the 
Department for Education (DfE) and Mathematics in Education and Industry (MEI) to deliver the 
external evaluation of the Advanced Mathematics Support Programme (AMSP). The AMSP is a 
government-funded initiative, managed by Mathematics in Education and Industry (MEI), which 
aims to increase participation in AS/A-level Mathematics and Further Mathematics, and Core 
Mathematics, and improve the teaching of these level 3 mathematics qualifications. The AMSP 
started on 1 May 2018 and provides national support targeted at teachers and students in all state-
funded schools and colleges in England. Additional support will be given to schools in priority areas 
to boost social mobility and access to high-quality mathematics teaching. 

The external evaluation will collect data in order to: 

• consider how the AMSP is operating at both the national and local level 
• inform the MEI’s planning and delivery of the programme 
• measure the impact of the programme at the school, teacher and student level 
• assess value for money  
• identify lessons which can be learned for the AMSP and future initiatives. 

In doing so the evaluation will provide formative evidence to inform on-going programme 
development as well as summative evidence of the effectiveness, impact and value for money of 
the programme. 

For the purpose of data protection legislation, MEI is the Data Controller, and NFER is the Data 
Processor.  

2 What is the legal basis for processing activities? 
The legal basis for processing personal data is covered by: 

 GDPR Article 6 (1) (f) which states that ‘processing is necessary for the purposes of the 
legitimate interests pursued by the controller or by a third party except where such interest are 
overridden by the interests or fundamental rights and freedoms of the data subject which require 
protection of the personal data’. 

The NFER’s legitimate interest for processing personal data for this project is to evaluate the 
AMSP. 
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3 How will personal data be obtained? 
Personal data will be obtained by NFER in the following ways: 

• via information on participating teachers and students collected by MEI and shared with 
NFER  

• via regular consultations with project managers/deliverers collected by NFER 
• via review and validation of internal management data undertaken by NFER 
• via school and college case-study visits undertaken by NFER 
• via online and paper survey of schools and colleges undertaken by NFER 
• via telephone interviews with teachers participating in on-demand professional 

development undertaken by NFER 
• via a small-scale consultation with key stakeholders undertaken by NFER. 

 

4 What personal data is being collected by this project?  
Personal data for this project includes data about teachers, students, project managers/deliverers 
and other stakeholders, as described below: 

 The names of teachers engaged with the AMSP and other contact information, including school 
name and address, email address, telephone number and role. 

 The views and experiences of teachers who are engaging with different strands of the 
programme 

 The views and experiences of students that are receiving tuition, support for university 
mathematics entrance exams and/or using the online platform 

 The views and experiences of the staff involved in the management and delivery of the 
programme 

 The views of a wide group of stakeholders, including representatives from universities, 
professional bodies and science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
organisations, on the needs for the AMSP; awareness; effectiveness and areas for development; 
and how it fits within the context of other similar mathematics provision. This will be explored 
through a small-scale online consultation. 

 

5 Who will personal data be shared with? 
In September 2019, NFER will produce an internal interim report for MEI and DfE, which will 
summarise all of the data collected and analysis undertaken up to this point. This report will not be 
published. At the end of the evaluation in March 2020, NFER will produce a final evaluation report 
based on all of the available data. This report will be published and made available to the general 
public, including the DfE and MEI. Both the interim and final reports will be based on anonymised 
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findings. No individual, school or college will be identifiable from the reports NFER writes, unless 
permission has explicitly been given by the data subject. 

 

6 Is personal data being transferred outside of the European 
Economic Areas (EEA)? 

No personal data is stored or transferred outside of the EEA. 

 

7 How long will personal data be retained? 
The MEI and NFER will delete any personal data, as used within this evaluation, within one year of 
the publication of the evaluation report. 

 

8 Can I stop my personal data being used?  
The MEI and NFER will handle your personal data in accordance with the rights given to 
individuals under data protection legislation. If at any time you wish us to withdraw your data from 
the project or correct errors in it, please contact MEI at stephen.lee@mei.org.uk or NFER at 
m.walker@nfer.ac.uk. 

In certain circumstances, data subjects have the right to restrict or object to processing. They also 
have the right to make a subject access request to see all the information held about them. To 
exercise any of these rights, please contact the NFER’s Compliance Officer at 
compliance@nfer.ac.uk. 

 

9 Who can I contact about this project?  
The NFER is responsible for delivering the external evaluation of the AMSP. Contact Matt Walker 
at m.walker@nfer.ac.uk with any queries. 

MEI will determine the purposes and means of processing personal data as part of this project. 
MEI’s Impact and Evaluation Lead is Stephen Lee, who can be contacted at 
stephen.lee@mei.org.uk. 

If you have a concern about the way this project processes personal data, we request that you 
raise your concern with MEI and NFER in the first instance (see the details above). Alternatively, 
you can contact the Information Commissioner’s Office, the body responsible for enforcing data 
protection legislation in the UK, at https://ico.org.uk/concerns/. 
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10 Updates 
We may need to update this privacy notice periodically so we recommend that you revisit this 
information from time to time. The date when this privacy notice was last updated is shown in the 
footer at the bottom of this document. 
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