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NFER Evaluation of the Advanced Mathematics Support 
Programme (AMSP) for Mathematics in Education and 
Industry (MEI) and the Department for Education (DfE) 

 
Information sheet for schools and colleges 

 
What is the aim of the evaluation? 
MEI has commissioned the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) to 
undertake an external evaluation of the AMSP between November 2018 and March 2020. 
The aim of the evaluation is to explore the effectiveness, outcomes and impacts of the 
AMSP, in addition to any areas for development. Learning on what is working well and areas 
for development will feed into the ongoing development of the programme. 
 
What activities will the evaluation involve for schools and colleges? 
The evaluation involves three key activities to gather data from schools and colleges which 
are described below.   
 
1. Online and paper survey of schools and colleges   

Between April and June 2019, we will administer an online and paper survey of schools and 
colleges which are receiving support from the AMSP. The survey will explore: the range of 
activities that schools/colleges are engaged with, views on effectiveness, outcomes and 
impacts, challenges faced, and areas for development.  
 
2. School and college case studies  

We will also be undertaking 18 in-depth school and college case studies. This will include an 
initial 30-45 minute telephone call in January or February 2019 with a Senior Leader/Head of 
Mathematics/Head of A-level Mathematics and/or Lead for Core Maths. The aim of the 
interview will be to explore engagement with the AMSP and expectations in terms of 
outcomes and impacts for students and teachers, as well as to gather some background 
data on past trends in post-16 mathematics qualifications and progression onto higher 
education. 
 
Between October 2019 and February 2020, we will track institutions’ progress by conducting 
one-day face-to-face visits, which may involve:  
• an interview with a senior leader/Head of Mathematics/Head of Sixth Form/Mathematics 

Lead responsible for A-level Mathematics and Further Mathematics and Core Maths 
• interviews/focus groups with teachers undertaking different forms of CPD and using the 

Core Maths online platform 
• focus groups with students receiving tuition, support for university mathematics entrance 

exams and/or those using the Core Maths online platform. 
 
Key areas of exploration during the visits will include: engagement with the AMSP’s range of 
strands; changes in mathematics provision; trends in participation and attainment in A-level 
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Mathematics and Further Mathematics and Core Mathematics; trends in progression into 
higher education mathematics and STEM courses; views on the effectiveness of the AMSP 
programme and specific strands; and perceptions of outcomes and impacts. 
 
3. Telephone interviews with participants of on-demand professional development 
From March 2019, we will undertake eight short interviews (15-20 minutes) with teachers 
participating in on-demand professional development courses. We will explore teachers’ 
views on the effectiveness and outcomes of this form of professional development compared 
to live online and face-to-face professional development courses. 

What other activities will the evaluation involve? 
Alongside collecting data from schools, the evaluation will include: consultations with project 
managers/deliverers; a review of management information; supporting MEI with the analysis 
of trends in institutions’ participation and attainment in level 3 mathematics; a small-scale 
consultation with key stakeholders; and a cost-effectiveness analysis.    

When will I need to get involved? 

 
 
Who is NFER? 
NFER is an independent research organisation with many years’ experience of undertaking 
research with schools and colleges. For more information please visit:  http://www.nfer.ac.uk/ 
 
Who can I contact for more information? 
Suzanne Straw, the Project Director at NFER, is very happy to answer any questions you 
might have. Please contact her on 01904 567661 or at: s.straw@nfer.ac.uk 
 

Thank you very much for your support with this evaluation. 

•January/February 2019: initial telephone 
interviews with 18 case-study study schools and 
colleges. 

•October 2019-February 2020: visits to 18  
case-study schools and colleges.

School and 
college case 

studies 

•April to June 2019: we will administer an online 
and paper survey with all of the schools and 
colleges engaging with AMSP support. 

Online and paper 
survey of schools 

and colleges

•From March 2019: we will conduct interviews 
with a small number of teachers (eight) who are 
particpating in on-demand professional 
development.   

Telephone 
interviews with 
participants of 

on-demand 
professional 
development 
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