
Public          1 
 

NFER Evaluation of the Advanced Mathematics Support 
Programme (AMSP)  

Information sheet for students taking part in case study focus groups 
 

Background to the evaluation 

Mathematics in Education and Industry (MEI) and the Department for Education (DfE) have 
commissioned the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) to evaluate the 
Advanced Mathematics Support Programme (AMSP). The AMSP is a government-funded 
programme which aims to increase the number of students participating in AS/A level 
Mathematics and Further Mathematics, and Core Maths, and improve the teaching of these 
level 3 maths qualifications. The aim of the evaluation is to explore the effectiveness, 
outcomes and impacts of the AMSP, as well as any areas for development. Learning on what 
is working well and areas for development will feed into the ongoing development of the 
programme. 

Your involvement in the evaluation 

Your school/college is taking part in the evaluation as one of 18 case studies. For each case 
study, an NFER researcher is hoping to speak to a senior maths lead, as well as a group of 
teachers and students in the maths department who have received some form of support 
through the AMSP. The student focus groups will take around 20 minutes, and will cover 
your involvement and views on the AMSP activities/events you have attended and any future 
plans to study maths courses, either at A level (for those students in Year 10 and Year 11) or 
at university. 

How your data will be used and protected 

The data we collect from the student focus group discussions will be used to understand how 
the AMSP student enrichment operates at a national and local level, inform the planning and 
delivery of the programme and help explore what impact, if any, the programme is having on 
students.  

We will produce a research report for MEI and DfE in March 2020, which should be 
published later in the year. All of your comments will be anonymised so you and your 
school/college will not be identified in this report. The information you share with us will only 
be used for this research and will be deleted within one year of the publication of the 
evaluation report.  

Further information 
More details about the evaluation including a link to an information sheet and privacy notice 
can be found on our website: https://www.nfer.ac.uk/for-schools/participate-in-
research/evaluation-of-the-advanced-mathematics-support-programme-amsp/ 
 

Thank you for taking part in the focus group. 
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