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About IELS 2018

• Designed by OECD, almost 7,000 5-year-olds from 3 countries took part. 

• Estonia is one of the highest performing countries internationally in reading 
maths, and science at age 15. The UK is above the OECD average for all 3 areas, 
while the United States is similar to the UK for reading and science but lower for 
maths. 

• In England 2,577 children from 191 schools took part in IELS (95% of sampled 
schools and 92% of sampled children). 
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What does IELS measure?

Public



International comparisons

Overall, 5-year-olds in England had:

• Greater development in emergent numeracy than 
children in Estonia or the USA

• Lower development in inhibition than children in 
Estonia or the USA

• Similar development in emergent literacy, working 
memory, mental flexibility and trust to Estonia and 
greater than the USA

• Similar development in prosocial behaviour and 
emotion identification to children in the USA but 
lower than Estonia

• Similar development in non-disruptive behaviour to 
the USA and greater than Estonia
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National findings in England



Children eligible for FSM had lower 
development in almost all measures
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Children with SEN had lower development 
in all measures except trust
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Girls had greater development than boys 
in 3 areas
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Children with EAL had lower development 
in emergent literacy and some other areas
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• Children from Asian and 
Black ethnic backgrounds 
were approximately 7 and 5 
months’ respectively, behind 
peers from White ethnic 
backgrounds in emergent 
literacy.

• Children from Black ethnic 
backgrounds were 
approximately 3 months 
behind children from White 
ethnic backgrounds in 
emergent numeracy.

There were a few differences 
by ethnic background



Reading to and 
helping children 
read, and having 
more children’s 

books at home are 
associated with 

greater 
development in 

emergent literacy 
and a range of 

other measures.

Having 
conversations 

about children’s 
feelings is 

associated with 
greater 

development in 
emergent literacy 

and emotion 
identification.

Children whose 
parents were 

involved with their 
child’s school had 

greater 
development in 7 

measures 
(emergent literacy, 

emergent 
numeracy, mental 
flexibility, emotion 

identification, 
prosocial 

behaviour, trust 
and non-disruptive 

behaviour).

Children who drew 
pictures or painted 

at home more 
often had 

greater physical 
development.

Children who were 
taken to a special 
or paid-for activity 
outside the home 
(such as sports 
clubs, dance, 
swimming or 

language lessons) 
had 

greater physical 
development.

The home learning environment 
was related to development
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Persistence is related to children’s 
development in other areas

Children rated by their teachers as often/always persistent were ahead 
of those rated as rarely/never persistent on a range of IELS measures 
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Children’s development in one area is 
related to their development in other areas
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IELS publications

Publications can be found here: 
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• Early learning and child well-being (OECD, 2020a). 

• Early learning and child well-being in England (OECD, 2020b). 

• IELS summary report (Kettlewell and others, 2020a)

• IELS national report for England (Kettlewell and others, 2020b)

• IELS participant report (Kettlewell and others, 2021)

• The future at five (OCED, 2021)

Coming soon:
• IELS thematic report for England: deprivation

• IELS thematic report for England: physical development

https://doi.org/10.1787/3990407f-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/c235abf9-en
https://www.nfer.ac.uk/media/4215/iels_national_summary_report_for_england.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/939718/IELS_national_report_Dec_2020.pdf
https://www.nfer.ac.uk/media/4280/iels_england_summary_for_schools_and_parents.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/education/school/early-learning-and-child-well-being-study/Technical%20Report_with%20covers_v1.pdf
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Thank you



Evidence for excellence 
in education
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