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THE ROLE OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IN TEACHING SCHOOLS 
RESPONSE TO NFER REPORT 

 
I welcome this report which looks at the role of R & D in teaching schools.  Whilst the 
sample of teaching schools surveyed represents just over 10% of the actual number, the 
insights this report highlights are nonetheless important to note. 
 
Great schools have always been interested in discovering and then trialling “what works”, 
and they do this through a variety of means.  Evidence-informed teaching practice cannot 
be an optional extra and we need to play our part in ensuring that our wider school 
communities both engage “in” and “with” research.  That is why I think it is significant that 
many teaching schools have moved away from referring to the “Big 6” and now call them 
the “Big 3”.  The Big 3 of ITT; CPD; school-to-school support.   
 
Research should never have been one of the six.  Rather it must be an integral part of all we 
do.  It should inform and challenge how we deliver ITT and CPD programmes; it should 
inform and challenge how we work with schools at whatever stage of the journey they find 
themselves.  We want to learn from one another; we want to move “best practice” on to 
“next practice”. 
 
One final thought.  Educational researchers have the benefit of a helicopter perspective.  
They can often see what practitioners on the ground cannot see.  But practitioners can 
often describe in far more detail not only what is happening, but also how it feels to be on 
the ground at this point.  In short – we need each other.  Research and researchers are not 
optional extras; they have a vital role in supporting our common goal to provide each child 
and young person, in every part of the country, with access to a place in a great school.   
 
 
Andrew Warren 
Chair of the Teaching Schools Council 
 
 
The Teaching Schools Council (TSC) is an elected and seconded council of head teachers from 
teaching schools, Multi Academy Trust CEOs and Teaching School Directors that represents over 750 
teaching schools, and their alliances, throughout England.  The overarching aim of the TSC is to play 
a key role in ensuring that every child and young person, in every part of the country, has access to a 
place in a great school. 
 


