
glossary of key 
assessment terms
Terms given in italics have a separate entry in the glossary.

• Assessment coordinator/assessment leader – the member of school staff who
leads on assessment.

• Assessment for learning – any assessment activity that guides further learning.
See Assessment for learning leaflet.

• Contextual value added – a value added measure of the effectiveness of a school
or the progress made by individual pupils, taking account of pupils’ starting points
(prior attainment) and school and pupil contextual factors (such as the number of
pupils in the school eligible for free school meals or the number of pupils for
whom English is not their first language). 

• E-assessment – a test, task or other assessment activity completed on a computer.

• Formative assessment – assessment activities that show teachers what pupils have
already learned and help teachers decide what to teach next. See Starting out in 
assessment and Assessment for learning leaflets for more information.

• League tables – see performance tables.

• National curriculum tests – tests taken at the end of key stage 2 (end of year 6).
Formerly known as, and now incorrectly referred to as, SATs. Pupils take national
curriculum tests in reading and maths at age 11. Pupils take tests to support teacher
assessment at the end of key stage 1 (end of year 2). 

• NFER tests – tests in reading and maths for pupils aged 8, 9 and 10. Schools choose
whether or not to use these tests in key stage 2. They can be taken at any time of the
school year, when the school chooses.

• Other tests – for example tests in reading and maths, for pupils aged 8, 9 and 10,
including those published by NFER. Schools or local authorities can choose
whether or not to use these tests. They can be taken at any time of the school year,
when the school chooses.

• P scales – descriptions of levels of achievement for pupils with special educational
needs working below level 1. These allow progress to be measured in small steps.

• Performance tables – also known as league tables. These summarise how well 
a school is doing, using measures such as how many pupils achieve the expected 
levels of attainment, taking the school’s context into account.

• RAISEonline – an online assessment information package for schools. It gives
pupil assessment data, which schools can use to evaluate their performance. 

• Raw score – the actual mark or score obtained in a test. This may be converted 
to a standardised score. 



• Reliability – a statistical measure of internal consistency in a test. A high reliability
value (the maximum is 1) suggests that the questions in a test are related and there-
fore assessing the same thing. Other measures of reliability exist, e.g. indicating
test stability and whether different versions of a test are interchangeable (i.e. the
extent to which repeating the test or using different versions of a test would give
similar results).

• SATs – see national curriculum tests. 

• Science sampling tests – a sample of schools is drawn each year to take a national
curriculum science test at the end of year 6.

• Standardised score – a score that is converted onto a common scale so that the
achievement of pupils can be compared directly. Useful for comparing attainment
of pupils who took different versions of a test. Age-standardised scores allow for
differences in the age of pupils taking the same test.

• Statutory assessments – assessments that schools are legally obliged to carry out
(e.g. at the end of a key stage).

• Success criteria – the evidence a teacher looks for when deciding whether a pupil
has successfully learned something. For example, for a pupil beginning to learn
about using full stops, the teacher’s success criteria might be that the pupil should
use a full stop at the end of all sentences in a piece of writing a page long. 

• Summative assessment – a type of assessment used at the end of a topic to show
what pupils have learned. See the Starting out in assessment leaflet for more 
information.

• Target – defines what pupils will aim to achieve next. Targets may be short term or
longer term. They may be set for individual pupils, for groups, or for a whole class.

• Task – a practical activity used for assessment purposes. It may be observed by a
teacher who will take notes on how the pupil completes the task.

• Test – a series of questions that a pupil answers on his or her own, without help.
Generally answered on paper or on a computer.

• Validity – an important quality for a test or other assessment. A valid assessment
assesses the skill or knowledge targeted, not other irrelevant characteristics. 

• Value added – a measure of progress based purely on prior attainment. It takes 
account of the ‘expected’ progress of pupils with similar prior attainment and 
allows comparisons across the key stage for a whole year group (see also contextual
value added).
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